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Listen, learn, love and laugh as part of God’s family.
	Policy:
	French

	Subject Leader:
	Hayley Winder

	This statement was reviewed by the subject leader on:
	September 2024

	This statement will be reviewed:
	September 2027



	Intent
The French curriculum seeks to integrate our school values empowering our learners to cultivate a positive, can-do attitude and develop a confidence and pride in their language learning. We aim to provide a balance of all four skill areas of speaking, listening, reading and writing to enable children to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings. At Slyne our intent is to prepare students for lifelong language learning and to open their minds to their own and other languages and cultures. We want to ensure that pupils gain an understanding of the world around them and their role in it, developing a clear awareness of self, others and cultural differences.

Implementation 

Children are taught French in Key Stage 2 for one lesson a week by either their class teacher or a specialist teacher. The scheme of work is heavily influenced by the MARS-EARS pedagogical cycle of EPI methodology by Dr Gianfranco Conti et al, with adaptations to make it appropriately challenging for each year group.
Our curriculum is implemented through a variety of teaching approaches and tasks which encompass the four key skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
Children are introduced to all new vocabulary for the topic at the beginning of the unit, and provided with scaffolds such as sentence builders. They are immersed in this vocabulary and complete a range of activities which challenge them to listen to, read, write and speak the language. The scaffolds are gradually removed as the children become more adept at using the language from memory. By the end of a unit, children should be able to recall vocabulary from memory, and use and apply it to read French texts, and write their own piece of writing independently. As children progress through the curriculum, they accumulate more and more vocabulary, which allows them to express themselves ever more fully in French. The learning in each unit builds progressively on previously taught and learnt language in order to maintain the level of knowledge and automaticity. A range of authentic French texts also compliment the curriculum and add both depth and cultural context. 
Children are taught to read French words through explicit phonics instruction. They are taught the French alphabet and vowel sounds in Year 3, and then will come across an increasing range of digraphs that are relevant to their unit of study.
Different languages may also be introduced throughout the school as part of geography and world topics as well as through special themed weeks and whole school or key stage singing.
The French subject leader and teachers work together to regularly review the teaching of the language.

	Impact 
Our Frenchcurriculum ensures that all pupils develop key language learning skills set
out by the national curriculum. Learners will have developed automaticity in production of learned language which will develop confidence, resilience and self-esteem. Pupil progress is recorded, monitored and assessed in line with the National Curriculum 2014. The teacher will assess progress using regular quizzes and mini-tests, evaluation of written outcomes and opportunities for the children to self-assess their speaking skills at the end of each unit. Learning an additional language will offer pupils the opportunity to explore relationships between language and identity, develop a deeper understanding of other cultures and the world around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences. It is hoped that children will foster a love of language and a desire to further learning beyond the classroom and in their future.


	Role of the Subject Leader
The subject leader will:
· Monitor standards of work and quality of teaching
· Promote good subject practice throughout the school.
· Set a good example of subject practice.
· Support long term planning for the whole school.
· Provide support and guidance to colleagues on teaching the units of work
· Attend courses for CPD and report back to staff
· Ensure they are informed about current developments in the subject·
· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school 
· Liaise with outside agencies, other schools and college

	Spirituality
Spirituality is delighting in all things, being absorbed into the present moment, not too attached to self, and eager to explore boundaries of ‘beyond’ and ‘other’, searching for meaning, discovering purpose, open to more. (Rebecca Nye)

We support pupils in their spiritual development across the wider curriculum by capturing opportunities for awe and wonder as they arise and by offering pupils opportunities to develop their own spirituality through encouraging curiosity, fostering a love of life and learning and through appreciating the connections and unity in the world around us. We encourage children to take the time to wonder and explore ‘Big Questions’ across the curriculum.



	Equality and Diversity
At Slyne-with-Hest St Luke’s C of E School we are committed to delivering a curriculum which provides equality of opportunity and freedom from discrimination.

We are committed to overcoming sexist, racist and classist attitudes with an approach which seeks to raise consciousness and develop positive attitudes. We promote the principles of fairness and justice for all through the education that we provide in our school. We challenge stereotyping and prejudice whenever it occurs.

We celebrate the cultural diversity of our wider community and show respect for all minority groups. Staff at school will challenge gender stereotyping and promote positive role models.

It is pertinent that schools provide a balanced and broadly-based curriculum which promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and prepares them for the opportunities and responsibilities and experiences for later life; languages teaching is central to this. As stated in a paper on Modern Foreign Languages by The Association of School and Collage Leaders (ASCL), ‘Learning a new language and culture helps stimulate a child’s curiosity and makes them open-minded and tolerant of diversity.’


	Resources
· French Sentence Builders Primary Part 1
· https://uk.language-gym.com/listening/unit/8 (listening exercises linked to the book)
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