[image: ]‘Geography’ in Early Years comes under the umbrella of Knowledge & Understanding the World & is called ‘People, Culture & Communities’.


Early Learning Goal:
· Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts & maps.
· [bookmark: _Hlk138098080]Know some similarities & differences between different religions & cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
· Explain some similarities & differences between life in this country & life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts & (when appropriate) maps.

The Characteristics of Learning are embedded in what we do; this area is such a good one for playing & exploring, active learning and creative thinking and thinking critically.
‘Geography’ is an integral part of topic work wherever possible. The children are introduced to and become familiar with a range of accurate vocabulary and they explore our world and the people in it.
We explore the changes brought about by the seasons, looking at a globe and starting to think about where the sun is at different times.
Throughout the year we share stories which help the children to make sense of different environments, from polar regions to the equator. We explore the differences & consider what it might be like to visit or even live in these places.
We consider our environment & the wider world too, in terms of caring for what we have around us. We start with our own class spaces, then the school grounds & then go on to consider the wider world & how we can help. We have some great books eg ‘Dinosaurs & All That Rubbish’ & ‘World in danger’, as well as our series of ‘Why Should I?’ books.
We explore each of the patron saints and briefly look at the relevant countries on a large map of the UK & Ireland.
There is plenty of map / atlas / globe work all year round. We give the children stimuli and resources to create simple maps & plans, paintings, drawings & models of observations of known & imaginary landscapes. For example the children create their own ‘Monsterlands’, they make treasure maps in the sand and there are map making opportunities from stories such as ‘Rosie’s Walk’, ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Going on a Bearhunt’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’.
We give the children increasing opportunities to help us to design practical, attractive environments, for example organising the set up outdoors.
We also have a book to use, ‘Near & Far’ about the adventures of 3 animals as they make their way round the world.
Autumn Term
We start off close to home, by becoming familiar with school and the people who work in it.
We have our ‘People Who Help Us’ topic when we look primarily at the Emergency Services.
Spring Term
We have a very large ‘Weather’ topic in this term. We talk about the weather each day, look at different types of cloud & explore other climates & environments. We look for patterns in what is happening & this links into work on the 4 seasons.
Chinese New Year falls in this month and we celebrate it, also looking at the Chinese cultural celebrations for it.
Summer Term
As a part of our ‘Special Places’ RE topic, we explore some similarities & differences between different religions & cultural communities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We also have our school visit linked into K & U – maybe to a zoo, Williamson’s Park, or the Lakes Extravaganza (which is fab for map making & is linked to another story, ‘Harry’s Home’).
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