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	Purpose and Aims
This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of the teaching and learning of all aspects of the geography curriculum. 
The subject is led by the subject leader along with the staff as a whole.

A high-quality Geography curriculum helps pupils to make sense of their surroundings and to gain a better appreciation and understanding of the variety of physical and human features on the earth's surface. It inspires young minds to explore and be interested in local, national and global issues and explains how the earth’s features are shaped, interconnected and change over time. Children also learn how their own personal actions can have an impact on the environment in which they and others live.
Intent 
In geography, our intent is to inspire in children a lasting curiosity and fascination about the world and its people. Children will gain knowledge about a diversity of places, people, natural resources and environments. Children will develop an awareness of and respect for people of other countries and the way that they live. There are many wider opportunities to explore our world, enhancing the children’s learning & improving outcomes. The curriculum is carefully planned to prepare children to be successful in the next stage of their Geography learnign journey.

Implementation 
At Slyne with Hest we have a carefully planned, creative and personalised curriculum which is tailored to our school.
The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through geography the children learn a range of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working. 
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography lessons. 
We use whole-class teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children to handle equipment and to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, aerial photographs, geographical footage and we enable them to use IT in geography lessons where this serves to enhance their learning. Children take part in roleplay and discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem, visiting relevant sites and carrying out fieldwork. 

Impact 
Children will have developed the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand the world around them and their place in it. Children will understand how geography ‘happens’ in their local area and will begin to understand their wider world and the implications that we as citizens have on it. Children will work collaboratively to solve problems and explain the processes that they have taken/observed within a real life context. Children will act as good citizens within their local community. 
The impact is demonstrated through the children’s learning outcomes by the end of KS2. They: 
· develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine – including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes 
· understand the processes that gave rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time 
· are competent in the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes 
· interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems
· communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length. 


	Planning and Organisation of Teaching
EYFS
‘Geography’ is an integral part of topic work wherever possible. The children are introduced to and become familiar with a range of accurate vocabulary and they explore our world and the people in it.
The children explore the changes brought about by the seasons, looking at a globe and starting to think about where the sun is at different times. The globe is very well used throughout the year, exploring all sorts, such as land, sea, countries, the equator.
Throughout the year they share many stories which help the children to make sense of different environments, from polar regions to the equator. They explore the differences & consider what it might be like to visit or even live in these places.
They consider our environment & the wider world too, in terms of caring for what is around us. They start with the class spaces, then the school grounds & then go on to consider the wider world & how we can help. Again there are plenty of books to support this, for example ‘Dinosaurs & All That Rubbish’, ‘Near and Far’ & ‘World in danger’, as well as our series of ‘Why Should I?’ books.
The children explore each of the patron saints and briefly look at the relevant countries on a large map of the UK & Ireland, referring back to the countries previously mentioned.
There is plenty of map / atlas / globe work all year round. The children are given stimuli and resources to create simple maps & plans, paintings, drawings & models of observations of known & imaginary landscapes. For example the children create their own ‘Monsterlands’, they make treasure maps in the sand and there are map making opportunities from stories such as ‘Rosie’s Walk’, ‘The Gruffalo’, ‘Going on a Bearhunt’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood’.


National Curriculum
KS1 
The children develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They gain an understanding of basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 
By the end of KS1 the children will: 
Locational knowledge 
• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country 

Human and physical geography 
• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 
• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
• use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 
• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment 
KS2 
The children will have extended their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will have developed their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational and place knowledge. 
By the end of KS2, the children will: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 
• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Place knowledge 
• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 
• describe and understand key aspects of: 
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 
• human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 
• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 
• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 


	Assessment 
Teachers assess the children throughout each lesson, for example in group discussions, observing them and through written tasks.


	Role of the Subject Leader
The subject leader will: 
· Ensure that the subject is regularly discussed, reviewed and monitored within the school.  
· Monitor standards of work and quality of teaching 
· Promote good subject practice throughout the school. 
· Set a good example of subject practice. 
· Support long term planning for the whole school. 
· Provide support and guidance to colleagues on teaching the units of work 
· Attend courses for CPD and report back to staff 
· Ensure she is informed about current developments in the subject· 
· Provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school  
· Organise resources to support the school Geography policy  
· Co-ordinate purchasing, organisation and distribution of resources  


	Meeting the needs of all Pupils.
Geography is planned to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Teachers provide varied learning opportunities matched to the needs of all children. 
Teachers include all children by: 
· Ensuring tasks are matched to the needs and ability of the children. 
· Making sure that when possibleTAs are able to support everyone appropriately.
· Using a rango of materials in different formats, for example using digimaps.
· Engaging children with computers, other technological aids and audio materials as appropriate.


	Spirituality 
Spirituality is delighting in all things, being absorbed into the present moment, not too attached to self, and eager to explore boundaries of ‘beyond’ and ‘other’, searching for meaning, discovering purpose, open to more. (Rebecca Nye) 
 
This comes through helping the children to recognise the beauty and diversity of our world, capturing opportunities for awe and wonder as they arise. Geography offers pupils opportunities to develop their own spirituality, encouraging curiosity and appreciating the connections in the world around.
A geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world and how other people fit into it. It also provides opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they might wish to visit in the future. 


	Equality and Diversity
At Slyne-with-Hest St Luke’s C of E School we are committed to delivering a curriculum which shows off the beautiful diversity of our world and which avoids stereotypes of any sort. Through carefully chosen resources we demonstrate equality of opportunity and freedom from discrimination. Our Geography curriculum gives the ideal opportunity and then skills to challenge stereotypes and prejudices.
We promote the principles of fairness and justice for all, demonstrating and promoting an understanding of different cultures. We celebrate the cultural diversity of our wider community and show respect for all minority groups. 
 

	Resources
Teachers largely have their own resources, as well as access to online resources such as digimaps. 
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