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[bookmark: _Hlk153475745]Welcome 
Eva: As we gather here in Church this morning let us remember and give thanks. Please join in with the responses
Christ has brought us out of darkness: 
All: To live in his marvellous light.
Lewis: Christ has brought us from death to life
All: To live in his glorious hope.

Hannah:
Welcome to our Christingle service, in which we celebrate Jesus, the Light of the World, and the new life and hope he brings. Today we celebrate Jesus, the Light, coming into a world of darkness and share that light and hope with others.
Evelyn:
Christingle means Christ’s light and in the 1960s The Children’s Society brought this special service to the Church of England. We will show you how we make Christingles a little later and explain what the different parts symbolise. But the history of Christingles actually goes back much further than 1968. Over 300 years ago in Germany, Bishop Johannes de Watteville gave all the children a candle with a red ribbon around it to explain the happiness that people feel through knowing Jesus.
Arthur: Let us begin our service with a prayer:
Holy Jesus,
by being born one of us, 
and lying humbly in a manger, 
you show us how much God loves the world. 
Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts, 
until we reach our home in heaven, 
and see you on your throne of glory. 
All: Amen.
[bookmark: _Hlk153475933]Ebony: Please stand and sing, Shine Jesus Shine
HYMN Shine Jesus Shine

Tom: Our Bible reading today comes from Isaiah Chapter 60 verses 1-3 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
    and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
2 See, darkness covers the earth
    and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
    and his glory appears over you.
3 Nations will come to your light,
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

CHOIR 

Orange – Evelyn and Ebony
Ebony: So, let’s look at how we make a Christingle and what we need. Remember it is to celebrate Jesus coming to earth as the light of the world. 
Evelyn:
The first thing you need to make a Christingle is an orange. The orange symbolises the world and everything that is in it. 
Ebony:
What part of God’s world do you like? Maybe an animal or a place….
(ask for a few responses)
This is our prayer.
The Christingle begins with an orange,
like the World which the Lord God made.
For creation is full of his glory;
All around we see his love displayed.
[bookmark: _Hlk153476047]Thank you God for creating the world and all that is in it, like humans, plants and our homes. 
Help us to see the goodness of creation and to protect and care for the world.
Amen.
Sticks and sweets – Tom and Lewis
Tom: Next we need 4 sticks for our Christingle. They represent the four seasons of God’s creation; spring, summer, autumn and winter.
Lewis: On each stick we add some sweets or dried fruit to represent the fruits of the world. These are all the wonderful things that make up God’s creation. 
We already have some helpers lined up to help add the sweets and attach them to the orange.
This is our prayer: 
Every year we give thanks for the seasons,
And the fruits of the Earth to share.
The Christingle is here to remind us
That the love of God is everywhere.
We thank you for the good things that each season of the year,
And each season of life, brings to us.
Amen

Ribbon – Arthur and Hannah
Arthur: Now it’s time to think about all the love God has for us and the way Jesus showed his love by dying on the cross for us. To represent this, we add a red ribbon to the orange.
Hannah: The way the ribbon goes around the orange demonstrates God’s love being all around the world.



[bookmark: _Hlk153476089]This is our prayer:
God of love, we give thanks now for Jesus;
We remember His birth again.
But the red ribbon round the Christingle
Tells the story of his cross and pain.
Loving God, thank you for opening wide your arms of Love 
and wrapping them around the whole world and everyone in it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153477157]Help those we know of, and those who have no one to pray for them,
 who feel alone and in trouble, 
to feel the warmth and light of your hope and love 
surrounding them this Christmas season and always. Amen

Candle – Eva
The final part of our Christingle is the candle, which represents Jesus being the light of the world. Would anyone like to share who they think has been a light in their life this year? 
This is our prayer:
To complete the Christingle:
A candle, telling us of the World’s true Light.
For the darkness shall not overcome it,
Jesus shines on in the darkest night.
Jesus, Light of the World, you are the Light that shines for all people, 
a light which can never be snuffed out. 
Help us to protect the flame of your love and hope, for ourselves, 
and to reflect its light for others, in the way we live our lives. 
 Amen

[bookmark: _Hlk153476137]Tom: Whilst we are singing our next song would someone from each class like to come up and collect the Christingle we have made for you. We will also give you a bag with everything you need in to make another one in class.  
Please stand and sing God’s Christmas Light.

Arthur: Please stand as we now light the Christingles. As we light them we will say some prayers. Please join in with the responses. When all our candles are lit please join with us to sing ……. and at the end of the song blow your candles out carefully. 
(Tom lights Arthur’s candle and he then goes to Y6, Tom lights Evelyn’s and the rest of worship group before going to the choir)
Evelyn: Hope for the world, I hold this Christingle as a sign of your hope.
ALL: May we share your light in the darkness. 
(Light Y5)
Lewis: The candle, planted deep within the world, as a sign that you made your home among us, and lived with the poor and neglected.
ALL: May we share your light in the darkness. 
(Light Y4)
Eva: The ribbon, wrapped around the earth, a sign of your love shown on the cross, enfolding the whole world with your saving love.
ALL: May we share your light in the darkness. 
(Light Y3 and Y2)
Ebony: The fruits and the sweets, signs of all the good things you have made,
given to us that we might share them fairly so everyone can have enough.
ALL: May we share your light in the darkness. 
(Light Y1)



[bookmark: _Hlk153476271]Hannah: Lord Jesus,
Light and hope of the World,
as I hold this Christingle
and think about your great love for me,
help me to take this light out into the world
and to share your love and hope with others, 
especially those who need it the most.
ALL: Amen
(Light R)
Sing final song – blow out candles at the end

Ebony: Please put your hands together to say a final prayer
Eva: Let us go in Peace
Tom: We go into the world
Lewis: To walk in God’s Light,
Hannah: To live in God’s hope
Evelyn: To rejoice in God’s love,
Arthur: And to reflect God’s glory, Amen

Put music on to process out of church
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